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USC to appear at NCAA hearing
President to miss Opening Day
to face allegations committee
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It’s no secret that USC President Harris
Pastides is a baseball fan.
This past Halloween Pastides dressed up as a
catcher, with a helmet and full uniform, to greet
people outside of his home on the Horeshoe. In
Pastides’ office is a case of baseballs that he asks
distinguished visitors to sign when they come to
campus. When ESPN founder Bill Rasmussen
came to campus on Feb. 1, the two talked about
baseball.
Naturally, one of the biggest days of the year

for any baseball fan is Opening Day, but it will
be one that Pastides will have to miss as he and
10 other representatives of the South Carolina’s
athletics program will appear Friday before
the NCAA Committee on Infractions for the
school’s NCAA violations.
“Sometimes crap happens, you just have to
deal with it,” USC football coach Steve Spurrier
said. “Find out who was at fault or if anybody
was at fault, that’s what we’re trying to search
for.”
In a response to the NCA A’s notice of
allegations, South Carolina forfeited six football
scholarships over the course of three years,
imposed a three year probatory period and
a fine of $18,500, as well as other punitive
Richard Pearce
Pearce// THE DAILY GAMECOCK

NCAA● A3

Tracy violations dismissed
Candidate ready to start
campaigning again
Cassie Cope

CCOPE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtesy of YouTube

The SG const it ut ional cou ncil
dismissed t he 4.5 point v iolat ion
against Kenny Trac y’s campaig n
after about an hour of deliberation
Thursday night.
A candidate can only be penalized

5 points before he or she is out of the
race.
The violation that the elections
committee had initially pinned against
Tracy had alleged that his campaign
manager, Rohail Kazi approached two
students and offered them a position
on Tracy’s cabinet in exchange for
campaign support.
One of the students who brought
up t he v iol at ion s w a s M it c hel l
VIOLATIONS ● A3

‘How to look like Ryan Gosling’
Dinobrite cofounder’s
comedy video goes viral
Colin Campbell

CAMMPBELL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Joey Thompson, a USC alumnus
and cofounder of the locally renowned
comedy group Dinobrite, had been

having a somewhat difficult time in
the dating scene.
Then he made his latest video and
everything changed.
It started off as a side project, but
when Thompson posted his “How
to Look Like Ryan Gosling” video
on YouTube, it took off like none of
Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

THOMPSON ● A3

The constitutional council dismissed the 4.5 violation against Tracy Thursday evening.

‘Sarge Fry-E’ sandwich unveiled at Grand Market Place
Limited edition meal
offered until Feb. 29
Ashley Hinkel

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Carolina Dining presented the “Sarge
Fry-E” sandwich Thursday afternoon, the
eve of the baseball team’s opening day, at
the Ball Park grill on the first floor of the
Russell House.
During the 2011 College World Series,
Carolina Dining announced a creative and
delicious contest for students to develop
a sandwich that would honor the baseball
team’s recent success and get students excited
for the upcoming 2012 season. Contest
winner Jeffrey Bickley, a second-year
electrical engineering student, answered
their call.
Bickley chose to give the sandwich the
name “Sarge Fry-E” to commemorate the
old baseball stadium and athletic department
legend, Weldon B. “Sarge” Frye.
“I saw the contest on Facebook and
decided I could come up with just as good a
sandwich as anybody.” Bickley said.
After deciding upon the five finalists,
it was up to Carolina Dining’s Facebook
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friends to poll for their favorite recipe.
Bickley’s recipe of roasted pork, swiss cheese,
caramelized onions, red peppers, shredded
carrots, cilantro, mayonnaise and the most
important ingredient, french fries (hence
the name Fry-E), prevailed among other
submitted recipes. Bickley was presented
with a certificate and free samples of the
Sarge Fry-E sandwich were passed out to
students during lunch Thursday.
Students seemed to love the sandwich,
as Cocky and Chef Al couldn’t keep their
trays full.
Although Bickley is a huge baseball fan,
he doesn’t admit to being a cook. However,
he does watch the TV show “Man Versus
Food” and admits it could have been where
he drew some inspiration for the sandwich.
With baseball season kicking off this
weekend, Carolina Dining, Cocky and
Bick ley hope the unveiling will draw
students’ attention and simulate excitement
about the upcoming season.
If you didn’t get to taste Bickley’s delicious
creation, don’t worry. The Sarge Fry-E
sandwich is available until Feb. 29 at the
Russell House Ballpark Grill.
Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

The sandwich recipe includes roasted pork, swiss cheese, caramelized onions,
red peppers, shredded carrots, cilantro, mayonnaise and french fries.

Bonnaroo

Resisting ACTA

Senior starters

The Mix’s Mary
Cathryn Armstrong
outlines her survival
guide to the annual
music festival.

Columnist Emilie
Dawson discusses
how the world should
mimic Bulgaria and
refuse to sign ACTA.

Michael Roth returns
for his senior season
to continue a strong
performance from
last year.

See page A5

See page A4

See page B3
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CAMPUS PROGRAMS PROMOTE HEALTH
Intuitive eating impacts lifestyles
Moderation, sense of
smell affect food habits
Priyanka Juneja

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

First Lady teaches cooking class
Moore-Pastides
suggests local
food diet
Julianne Lewis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC First Lady
Patricia Moore-Pastides
a nd c a rd iolog ist Dr.
St a n ley Ju k hosted a
Mediterranean cooking
class last night through
Columbia’s Cooking.
Columbia’s Cooking
is part of t he Cancer
Prevention & Control
Prog ram and teaches
hands-on healt hy
cooking classes.
Moore-Pastides wrote
her f irst cookbook ,
Greek Revival, in 2010.
She taught the class how
to make recipes from
her book, such as lentil
soup, sautéed kale and an
assorted greens dish.
The dishes used all
fresh ingredients, many
of which were grown in
the Pastides’s garden.
“T he closer to t he
g a rde n y ou c a n e at ,
we’re finding out over
time, the better,” said
Moore-Pastides.
A new g a rden w i l l

open today and other
vegetables are planted
around campus, mainly
in the area surrounding
the Russell House patio.
Columbia’s Cooking
d ie t i c i a n K at h e r i n e
Shavo emphasized the
importance of eat ing
less but higher quality
red meat. The farmer’s
market and Earth Fare
carry grass-fed meats,
which contain less fat
and more Omega-3.
“We need Omega-3
for our emotional health.
We live on campus with
30,0 0 0 you ng people
and many of t hem
a re seek i ng help for
anxiety and depression.
I wonder sometimes if
their bodies are deprived
of Omega-3,” MoorePastides said.
Dr. Juk and MoorePastides shared similar
v ie w s o n a lc ohol . A
small glass of red wine
(for those of legal age) on
most days was a positive
thing, but more alcohol
than that and the risks
outweigh the benefits.
“I hate the drinking
more t ha n a ny t h i ng.
T h e s t u d e n t h e a lt h

center told me that it’s
not unusual for a student
to have 10 drinks a night,
a n d y o u k n o w, t h at
could kill you,” MoorePastides said. “I wish we
could just teach students
to drink responsibly.”
Moore-Pastides would
also love to get rid of the
fast food on campus, but
she knows the students
want it.
“I think a lot of times
people just take what
they’re used to having,”
she said.
D r. Ju k s t r o n g l y
discouraged the use of
tobacco products and
a d v o c at e d a n a c t i v e
l i f e s t y le . He pl a y e d
football for USC and
was draf ted to t he
M ia m i Dolph i ns i n
1967, but chose to attend
D u ke Un iver sit y for
medical school instead.
He currently works at
Columbia Cardiology.
“As you get older, no
one is going to tell you
to go exercise,” Dr. Juk
said. “If you can develop
that lifestyle now, it will
be something you can
follow through life.”

Campus Wellness hosted a three-week
series on intuitive eating and weight
management, focusing the final session
on the psychology behind eating on
Wednesday.
“Most students do have an awareness of
what unhealthy eating is. It’s just a matter
of environmental factors and not paying
attention to hunger and satiety cues that
causes overeating,” Deborah Zippel, a
campus dietitian, said.
The Wellness Center features multiple
series in order to help students with stress,
weight loss and a healthy lifestyle.
“Students just weren’t having any
success with weight loss, so we decided to
have sessions on intuitive eating,” Zippel
said.
Amber McKenzie, a computer science
doctorate student, explained how intuitive
eating has affected her.
“I got tired of using a diet and gaining
weight back,” McKenzie said. “I learned
that diets tend not to work. Unlike
diets, intuitive eating isn’t short term.
It’s a lifestyle change. You have to be
committed to taking care of yourself and
feeling good about yourself. It’s not an
easy thing to do.”
McKenzie has been work ing on
intuitive eating for a year, and encourages
anyone wishing to make a change to use
it.
“If you’re going to try intuitive eating
you’re not going to get the immediate
results like dieting, but it’s worth it,”

McKenzie said. “If you do it, you have to
be committed and have support. I highly
recommend it. Better than any diet out
there.”
The session highlighted the three
important factors that enhance taste:
scent, visual appeal and sound. Zippel
demonstrated the importance of scent by
giving each person a Wheat Thin that
smelled like mint. Immediately, people
in the class made faces and unanimously
ag reed t hat t he W heat T h i n was
unappetizing, even though the actual
taste of the wheat thin had not been
altered.
“Scent highly impacts your enjoyment
of food,” Zippel said. “That’s why people
with a cold are less likely to enjoy their
food.”
Zippel also stressed the importance of
portion control and knowing when you’re
full. She asked students to pour cereal
into a bowl and compared the amount to
a premeasured serving size.
“I always try and use a smaller bowl
when I’m eating so I don’t overeat,”
Jalavender Clowney, a fourth-year biology
student, said.
Zippel also addressed the importance
of avoiding distractions while eating.
“Try just to eat and focus on your
food,” Zippel said. “People tend to overeat
if they’re distracted.”
Students were able to learn what being
healthy really means.
“It helped me realize that it’s OK to be
who I am. Being healthy plays a key role
in my happiness,” Clowney said. “Being
healthy doesn’t mean that you have to be
a certain size or not be able to eat what
you enjoy. It’s a matter of moderation.
The session has given me tools that will
benefit me the rest of my life.”

ĂƌŽůŝŶĂĞĂƵƟĨƵů

“Celebrate Your Body” Week
Events Feb. 20-24
ŵŽŶĚĂǇ͕ĨĞď͘ϮϬ
ĞĂƵƟĨƵů>ĞŶŐƚŚƐ
ŝĨǇŽƵ͛ǀĞŐŽƚϴ͟ŽĨŚĂŝƌƚŽƐƉĂƌĞĂŶĚ
ǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĚŽŶĂƚĞŝƚƚŽǁĂƌĚƐĂǁŝŐĨŽƌĂĐĂŶĐĞƌ
ƉĂƟĞŶƚ͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐyour event

ĞŵĂŝůŐĂůĂƌĚŝĐΛĞŵĂŝů͘ƐĐ͘ĞĚƵĨŽƌĂŶĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚ

ϲƉŵƌƵƐƐĞůůŚŽƵƐĞ
ballroom
the ĂƌŽůŝŶĂĞĂƵƟĨƵů main event

Whitney Thompson
ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͛ƐEĞǆƚdŽƉModel Winner

ƚƵĞƐĚĂǇ͕ĨĞď͘Ϯϭ
a ĨƌĞĞ͕ĨƌĂŶŬΘŝŶƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶĂůdiscussion about
ďŽĚǇŝŵĂŐĞ͕ďĞŝŶŐĂ͞ƉůƵƐ͟ƐŝǌĞĚŵŽĚĞůŝŶĂ
ƐŝǌĞϬŝŶĚƵƐƚƌǇ͕ĂŶĚůŽǀŝŶŐwho you are

ϴƉŵ russell house ballroom

ǁĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ͕ĨĞď͘ϮϮ
Bigger, Stronger, Faster
&ZŵŽǀŝĞĨŽůůŽǁĞĚďǇĂĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ
ǁŝƚŚƌ͘ƌŝĐtŝůůŝĂŵƐ͕ĮƚŶĞƐƐŐƵƌƵĂŶĚ
ĐĂŵƉƵƐƉƐǇĐŚŝĂƚƌŝƐƚ͕ĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞƋƵĞƐƚĨŽƌ
ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůƉĞƌĨĞĐƟŽŶ

ϳ͗ϯϬƉŵrussell house
ballroom c

ƚŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ͕ĨĞď͘Ϯϯ
ĂƟŶŐŝƐŽƌĚĞƌƐŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽn
ƌĞĂůƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐǁŚŽƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞƐƉĞĂŬŽƵƚ

ϰƉŵrussell house
room 315

C

ĂƌŽůŝŶĂĞĂƵƟĨƵůŝƐĂŶĂŶŶƵĂůĐĂŵƉƵƐͲǁŝĚĞŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƚŽ
ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƉŽƐŝƟǀĞďŽĚǇŝŵĂŐĞĂŶĚƌĞĚĞĮŶĞďĞĂƵƚǇ͘

learn more at www.sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/cb

Nicole DeBartolo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Zippel discussed portion control and sense of smell as important aspects of eating
in her intuitive eating class on Thursday.

Resolutions fail after Spring Break
Start of semester
prime time for
student fitness
Katie West

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

St udent s who made
New Year’s resolutions
may have already taken
a guilty trip to Marble
Slab or gradually stopped
goi ng to St rom. A nd
those who are trying to
maintain t heir f it ness
goals might not do so
after spring break, when
gym attendance typically
decreases.
“In our group exercise
classes, the attendance
usually drops by at least
25 percent after spring
break,” Charles Anderson,
fitness director at Strom
Thurmond Wellness and
Fitness Center, said.

However, A nderson
added that some
attendance for primetime classes stay
consistent throughout the
semester.
About three-fourths
of A mericans make
resolut ions at t he
beginning of Januar y,
but by the time February
rolls around less than
half are st ill going
strong, according to a
survey conducted by the
University of Scranton.
Spring break is from
M a rch 4 to M a rch 9
t h i s yea r . A c cord i ng
to A nderson, g y m
attendance declines after
spring break because,
in many cases, “looking
good for spring break
was the goal.” Students
also become busy with
exams and end-of-thesemester activities when

they return to campus, he
added.
Spikes in overall
attendance and class sizes
indicate that students view
both the new calendar
year in January and the
new academ ic year in
Aug u st a s oppor t u ne
times to set new fitness
goals, according to
Anderson.
“The two busiest times
of the year are at the start
of both semesters,” said
Anderson. “The first four
weeks of the fall semester,
and from the first week
of second semester until
spring break.”
Anderson and others
hope that students can
t urn their New Year’s
resolutions into lasting,
healthy lifestyles.
“Even if the motivation
at first is just for spring
break, maybe they will
get hooked and continue
y e a r - r o u n d ,” s a i d
Anderson. “Students need
to take a long-term view
of fitness. The habits that
they develop now will
have a major impact on
their health many years
down the road.”
Comments on these story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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Media, for helping him promote the
video. They’re encouraging people to
tweet with the hashtag #JoeyOnEllen
at t he T V s how ’s a c c ou nt , @
TheEllenShow.
“Ryan Gosling has this uniquely
insane fan base,” Griggs said. “I knew,
especially right around Valentine’s
Day, people would love it.”
Griggs said she hopes the success
continues for Thompson.
“It’s been insane. It’s a great thing
for Joey,” Griggs said. “He’s really
talented, really creative. It’s been a
long time coming.”
How would he react though, given
the chance to talk to Gosling on
national TV?
“I’d mean-mug him. I would straight
up stare him down,” Thompson said.
“I would have a ‘sexy-off,’ is what I’m
telling you what I’d do.”
In all seriousness, Thompson said
he’d like to spend a day with Gosling.
“I’d like to hang out with him for a
day,” Thompson said. “Ideally I’d love
to get him to make a ‘How to Look
Like Joey Thompson.’ I’d make him
do stand up or something.”
He said he’s enjoyed the chance to
promote himself and his DinoBrite
brand, and hopes it ends up bringing
the spotlight back to the duo.
“With everything I do, I hope it
comes back to Dinobrite in a positive
way,” Thompson said. “The goal of
my life is to produce a movie or TV
show with (Dinobrite cofounder)
Fabio (Frey).”
Griggs is confident Thompson has
big things ahead of him.
“Joey def i n itely ha s a big
personality. He’s very charismatic,”
Griggs said. “Hopefully this builds
momentum and it will be a good thing
for his future.”

THOMPSON ● Continued from A1
his other videos had before — to the
tune of more than 30,000 hits in three
days.
“It was like a movie,” Thompson
said. “It was like a Ryan Gosling movie
where I was the main character.”
The video starts with Thompson
recounting stories of being told he
looks like “The Notebook” actor, first
when he was in high school and more
recently at a gas station this summer.
He then takes viewers through the
steps to looking like Ryan Gosling —
getting a new wardrobe, perfecting
the smile, squaring your jaw and well,
not saying a lot.
Thompson posted his video to the
Web Monday night. By Thursday,
it had been picked up by a Gosling
fan site called RyansA rmy, and
subsequently, the Huffington Post,
MSN BC a nd t he I nter nat iona l
Business News, among dozens of
other online blogs. Then American
Idol host Ryan Seacrest and singer
H a y le y W i l l i a m s of t he b a nd
Paramore posted it, and late Thursday
night it was featured on Perez TV.
“ I ’m a l it t le o v e r w he l me d ,”
Thompson said. “My Twitter went
from like 70 followers to more than
300. I get an email about every 3
minutes and a new Twitter follower
every 30 seconds.”
He said he’d been contacted by the
Today show asking permission rights
to feature the video, and he’s hoping
he’ll be asked to make an appearance
on the show.
But Thompson’s sights are set
higher: He, and thousands of his and
Gosling’s fans, are campaigning to get
Thompson on the Ellen DeGeneres
show alongside the real Ryan Gosling.
He credited his friend, former
Garnet & Black editor-in-chief Malia
Griggs whom he met through Student

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

VIOLATIONS ● Cont. from A1
Hammonds, a secondy e a r s t u d e nt s e n a t e
member who testified
at T hu r s d a y n i g ht ’s
hearing.
Hammonds said Kazi
indirectly offered him
a po sit ion by a sk i ng
how he felt about being
Fre sh m a n C ou nc i l
a d v i s e r. H a m m o n d s
said he redirected the
conversation.
Kazi also testified.
“Because of my
e x p e r ie n c e , b e c au s e
of m y r ole s , s e v e r a l
members come to me in
Student Government,”
Kazi said. He added he’s
had several Freshman
Council members had
asked him what t heir
options are in SG.
Tr e n t o n S m i t h , a

Fre sh m a n C ou nc i l
m e m b e r, a l s o f i l e d
v iolat ions against
Tracy’s campaign.
Smith said CJ Lake, a
senior adviser for Tracy’s
ca mpa ig n, had asked
what his plans were for
SG at Carolina A f ter
Dark. After responding
he wa s i ntere sted i n
st udent senate, La ke
i nfor med h i m t hat
there were options in
executive cabinet as well.
In addition to
d r o p p i n g Tr a c y ’s
violations, the
const it ut ional
cou ncil r u led t hat
due to procedural
mismanagement when
the elections committee
did not allow a rebuttal
of the Tracy campaign
to the testimony

NCAA ● Continued from A1
measures.
“I’m expecting that we will present a
strong case,” Pastides said. “The case of a
university always wanting to do the right
thing, always wanting to do better. We
have prepared for it and will continue
to prepare for it. I’m confident for a fair
hearing and deliberation, and I’m hopeful
for a fair and just and positive outcome.”
Joining Pastides will be Athletics
Director Eric Hyman, Spurrier, assistant
football coach G.A. Mangus, track coach
Curtis Frye , assistant men’s basketball
coach Michael Boynton Jr. as well as
five other officals from the athletics
depart ment including newly-named
Compliance Director Chris Rogers, who
was hired from Ohio State. At Ohio State,
Rogers had experience with the NCAA

of Ham monds, t he
he a r i n g it s e l f w a s a
violations of elections
code. The council also
ruled that the elections
commission does
have the right to alter
a violation after it has
been filed.
“I was ext remely
confident in my
campaign team; I had
a l l t he f a it h i n t he
world in them,” Tracy
said. “Obv iously, I’m
very happy with how it
worked. I’m glad it’s an
even playing field and
justice is coming to light.
I’m just ready to get back
to campaigning, to be
honest.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news

Committee on Infractions, as Ohio State
had violations surrounding improper
benefits.
Though Hy man would not speak
directly on the upcoming hearing, he did
speak to the recent hiring of Rogers.
“Chris became highly recommended,”
Hyman said. “We got rave reviews about
him. And it’s an advantage that he’s seen
inside how it works.”
The trip to Los A ngeles will be a
bittersweet one for Pastides: Though he’s
not looking forward to going before the
NCAA and missing baseball’s Opening
Day, it will be a chance to visit his daughter,
who’s expecting his first grandchild, in
Santa Monica, Calif.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

State program works toward rehabilitating inmates
Operation Get
Smart teaches
responsibility
Rachel Dean

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Current and former
i n mates sha red t heir
per son a l stor ie s a nd
interpretat ions of
t he c r i m i n a l j u s t ic e
system Thursday at the
Capstone dormitory as
part of the Operation
Get Smart program.
T h e 11 i n m a t e s
debated t he mean ing
of words such as
corrections, justice and
choice.
OGS, implemented
in 1976, is sponsored
by the South Carolina
Department of
Corrections. The
program’s main focus
is to inform the public
on criminal life in order
to prevent others from
making bad decisions,
especially youth. The
inmates who are chosen
must pass a r igorous
screening process,
as well as t raining
a nd or ient at ion. Ten

inmates are chosen by
the Manager for Public
Awareness Programs to
travel the state and share
their stories. Everyone
involved in the program
hopes that these personal
stories will save others
from becoming felons.
One former inmate
discussed his issues with
the corrections system.
“They call it the South
Carolina Department of
Corrections. But here’s
the problem: Do they
really correct us when
we’re in prison? To me, it
just seems like they lock
us up and throw away the
key. We have to fend for
ourselves — fight, steal,
sometimes we kill each
other just to survive in
prison,” he said.

A nother former
inmate shared his
personal story and his
thoughts on justice.
“They sentenced
me to the Department
of Corrections for 12
years with assault and
batter y and intent to
kill a police officer. Now
is t hat just ice? Yeah,
because I committed a
crime,” he said. “One
thing I’ve learned is that
t r ue just ice is tak ing
responsibility for your
own actions.”

The inmate continued
his story.
“I did not realize how
many people I would
affect when I shot into
that car. There was a
20-year-old in the back
seat t hat just lef t his

Flu.

it’s positively here.

get a ŇƵƐŚŽƚ @ the
dŚŽŵƐŽŶ^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ,ĞĂůƚŚĞŶƚĞƌ
8-5 M-F & 4-8 pm Sundays
no appointment needed
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐΨϭϱĨĂĐƵůƚǇͬƐƚĂīΨϮϱ

ǁǁǁ͘ƐĂ͘ƐĐ͘ĞĚƵͬƐŚƐͬŇƵ

CHANGING
CAROLINA

Carolina Card/cash/check/credit/debit

5K

Saturday, Feb. 25
10 a.m.
FREE and OPEN to
USC students, faculty & staff only

Begins on Greene St. in front of Russell House

Info/register: www.sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/5k

pregnant girlfriend and
was going home to his
mom, his dad, his little
sister. He never made
it because I shot him
t wice in the back and
took his life. Right now,
there is a little girl that
would never know the
love and compassion that
her father could have for
her because of the choice
that I made. There is a
sister out there without
a big brot her, a mom
that would never be able
to share Mother’s Day
with her son and a dad
that cannot take his son
fishing or just to share
words with him because

of my choice. I made
that choice. Everything
that I get, I get my just
dessert,” he said.
OGS, which was
or ig i na l ly f u nded by
t he State Legislat ure
u nt i l t he m id-1980 s,
now rel ie s solely on
t he Depa r t ment of
Corrections for financial
backing. To fully operate
t he program, it costs
$90,000, according
to the Department of
Correct ion’s website.
When considering the
housing costs of an adult
inmate for one year at
$15,000 and the housing
cost s of a juven ile

inmate at $28,000, the
department believes that
the program can quickly
be pa id for t h rough
preventative measures.
If t he prog ra m ca n
prevent si x adu lt s or
t h ree juven iles f rom
being incarcerated, the
program is essentially
paid for.
A c u r rent i n mate
believed in tak ing
responsibilit y for his
crime. He said that it
was his choice; there is
nobody else to blame.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
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USC baseball inspires
pride in community
Opening weekend is finally here.
Considering all that USC’s baseball team
has achieved these past two years, the next
few days should mark one of the proudest
times to be a Gamecock. The words “threepeat” are a short yet powerful expression
of the enthusiasm and encouragement
t he t e a m’s
“The team’s
b ac k-t o -b ac k
championship
success is
wins have
becoming about g i v e n o u r
c o m m u n i t y.
so much more
B u t
t h e
than its wins on
trophies aren’t
the diamond. ”
e ver y t h i ng.
W hen USC
needed help lobbying South Carolina for
more public funds, it brought the baseball
team to the Statehouse steps; when USC
President Harris Pastides wanted a special
adviser for community outreach, he turned
to coach Ray Tanner. The team’s success
is becoming about so much more than its
wins on the diamond. The real importance
rests in the pride that it continues to
inspire in fans — both in games and out.
The context for this opening weekend
could not be more perfect. Today USC
At hlet ics w ill face its f inal hearing
concerning the NCAA violations brought
against the school — mostly involving
football players. Of course, being a part of
the SEC makes USC football country, and
the impact of football on both Columbia
and the state — namely, through the
immense revenue it generates — is an
undeniably strong asset. However, this
weekend should serve as a strong reminder
of all that USC baseball has accomplished,
despite not quite living up to the circus
that is Gamecock football. It is for this
success, clear and shining in front of the
mishaps, mistakes and deals that often
accompany football, that USC baseball
deserves our continued support.
Baseball is finally back at Carolina,
and after the struggles of football and
basketball, Gamecocks should breath a
sigh of relief and welcome their champions
back with open arms and full stadiums.

World community passes on ACTA
Bulgaria stands up
to regulatory pact
I’ll readily admit I don’t k now
much about Bulgaria. On a dayto-day basis I don’t think about it
much unless someone is referencing
fine chocolates or asking me about
incredibly complicated city names; but
today I think of Bulgaria with a smile,
and my heart fills with
pride knowing that it
was the 16th country to
refuse to support AntiCounterfeiting Trade
Agreement.
The ACTA has been
in
action since 2008,
Emilie
receiv
ing signat ures
Dawson
from
Australia,
Canada,
First-year
public relations
Japan, Morocco, New
student
Zealand, Singapore,
South Korea and the
United States. Twent y-t wo more
European countries have signed, but
the bill requires ratification by all
nations concerned, as well as approval
of the European Union. This bill
will need a lot more signatures and
acceptance to go into effect, and if
countries like Bulgaria keep passing
on it, it won’t happen in Europe.
The Motion Picture Association of
America (MPAA) is the main advocate
for the bill, and when pandering for
signatures in Mexico, the organization
stated the bill is a way to “bring in
a censoring fi rewall to block piracy,
and you can use it to shut off sites
that embarrass your government, like
WikiLeaks,” which, incidentally, first
leaked information about ACTA to
the public in 2008.
It seems those in the film industry
have had just about enough of illegal

downloads and copyright infringement
on their hard work. So while the Stop
Online Piracy Act (SOPA) and the
Protect IP Act (PIPA) were put to a
halt after the major blackouts online,
ACTA pushes onward internationally.
Bu lg a r ia n of f ic ia l s m ade t he
decision to halt the already-signed
agreement after street protests were
held in the capital, Sofia, as well as in
16 other cities.
Germany and Poland previously
backed the bill as well, until internal
protests changed their minds. Five
other states — Cy prus, Estonia,
G er ma ny, t he Net herla nds a nd
Slovakia — rejected signing the bill
after thousands of protestors marched
on European capitals against ACTA.
After refusing the bill, Bulgarian
Minister of Economy, Energy and
Tou r i sm Tr a ic ho Tr a i kov told
reporters that “authors’ copyright
should not be placed above human
rights,” and I couldn’t agree more.
The Internet is a new medium
in this digital age, and it’s been an
unregulated playground with equal
parts information and entertainment.
This bill seems to prove once again
that although we live in a country
that supports freedom of speech,
press and religion, the government
only works to support those rights
for the people with the most money
and political advocacy. The Internet
is a commodity I’ll be the first one
to admit I’ve taken for granted, but
it should always live up to its original
purpose of connecting and educating
anyone who can access it.
While the bill is already signed by
U.S. officials, these recent protests
in Europe show there’s still a way to
change our government’s mind about
ACTA.

As an international student, I
count myself lucky to have been
able to experience life in Nigeria
and outside of it.
While I cannot honestly claim
to have lived in Elysian bliss in
Nigeria, I was surprised and
rather distraught to find that life
there is portrayed in the U.S. as
something like living in Panem
from “The Hunger Games.”
I have had to i nsistent ly
explain several times that I have
only ever seen a lion in a zoo,
not casually strolling down the
street; that I had, indeed, seen
cars on roads prior to my arrival;
and that I had in fact boarded a
plane in order to get here, not
swam across the Atlantic Ocean.
It certainly did not help at all
that almost all the reports from
Nigeria were those of violence
and general instability.
The Broadway show “Fela!”
once sang that “Nigerians suffer
and smile.” I like to think that
the Nigerian smiles not because
(s)he enjoys to suffer, but, like
so many others elsewhere, is
sure that hard work will bring
its rewards. Nigerians resolutely
refuse to put up white flags in
their struggle to live good lives,
choosing instead to celebrate
life in whatever conditions it
presents.
True, Nigeria, like several
cou nt r ie s a rou nd it , ha s
nu merou s problem s, ma ny
of them stemming from the
absurdly inef f icient leaders
it h a s b e e n s add le d w it h .
Despite these leaders, there is
resilient hope that resonates,
I dare say, t h roughout t he
African continent, of people
determined to make their lives
and t hose of t heir children
better — despite the harrowing
political, economic and domestic
difficulties that assail them.
The world never sees reports
on this fascinating group of
people who bravely strive to
make an ordinary existence in
extraordinary conditions.
— Evelyn Chukwurah, biology
graduate student

Church exemptions lead to revenue losses
Special status for religious groups
creates unfair tax system
In Italy on Wednesday, Prime Minister Mario Monti
announced his plan to amend Italian law to allow
taxation of the Italian Church. Like the United States,
Italy has been facing a recession for some time now and
has been examining all the options to make up for the
shortfall. An investigatory committee found a gain of
100 million ($130 million) by adding only a property
tax on all church commercial property. A similar move
in the U.S. could place much-needed funds back into
our government budget.
Right now, churches, clergymen and their relatives
benefit immensely from laws that place them outside
the reach of normal nonprofit organizations in a variety
of ways. The most forward and simple inequality that
should be taken into consideration is to remove or cap
the parsonage allowance. Today, every cent that an
ordained clergy member receives from the Church for
his or her home is tax-exempt, including insurance,

property tax, utilities, mortgage and even the interest
on the mortgage. The U.S. military provides a tax-free
housing allowance up to a certain point, beyond which
taxation is fair game.
T h is exempt ion does not ex ist
for workers of standard nonprof it
organizations, who must pay normal
federal taxes on these properties. These
exemptions often exceed millions of
dollars; Ed Young Jr., the CEO of
Fellowship Church in Grapevine, Texas,
resides in a 10,000 square foot home
Patrick
valued at $1.5 million and oversees a $53
Mitchell
million dollar annual tax-free budget.
Electrical
Pastors, while paying no income tax,
engineering
may also opt out of Social Security and
graduate student
Medicare taxation as well. A 2010 study
found that the average megachurch pastor’s salary was
$147,000, going as high as $400,000 — all tax-free.
Taxing religious employees, who work just like any
other American, would provide a significant increase
in the internal revenue.

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld b e s ubm it ted v ia em a i l to
g a m e c o c k e d it o r @ s c . e d u . L e t t e r s
must be 200 to 300 words in length

Churches are automatically exempt from filing
financial statements about the income they receive or
distribute and pay no property tax on any property
holdings they may have. And these tax exemptions
are not just for mainline religions; in October 1993,
the Church of Scientology received tax exemption as
a religion in the U.S.; their “clergy” receive the same
benefits as a small-town church. The U.S.’s position
is somewhat contrasted with France’s, which recently
declared Scientology a fraudulent cult and has begun
assessing fines for “targeting vulnerable people for
commercial gain.”
By enforcing taxes on the industry that is organized
religion, our country could gain significant sums of
money, estimated in the billions of dollars, by simply
treating all our citizens with equality. Religion has
become a lucrative industry, a far cry from the modesty
of pastors of the past. In light of changing times, the
billions of tax-free dollars that religion freely enjoys
should be reexamined. When pastors travel in private
jets to their million-dollar, tax-free mansions, it is time
to reevaluate the tax-free status of churches.

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of
the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and
spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception of
university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University
of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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“I just love bikes. It’s not the safest passion to have,
but I guess it’s better than Russian roulette.”
— Ryan Reynolds

Friday, February 17, 2012 A5

from

GAME

Everything you need to know about
this week in arts and entertainment
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Bo
Bonnaroo
lineup
revealed

SURVIVAL GUIDE: BONNAROO BASICS

This year’s Bonnaroo will
feat ure modern-day big
names like Red Hot Chili
Peppers, Radiohead, Bon
Iver and ... the Beach Boys.
Really?!

Courtesy of
MCT Campus

Courtesy of macmillerofficial.com

The annual Bonnaroo music festival’s lineup, announced Tuesday, includes Pennsylvania rapper Mac Miller (above).

Tennessee’s famed music festival
offers fans eclectic experience
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MCATHRYN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Every year in June, the city of Manchester,
Tennessee is invaded.
What started out as a pipe dream in the
minds of music lovers who yearned for the
chance to see all their favorite artists in one
place for a price that didn’t bruise their bank
accounts has now flourished into a decadelong celebration of life, music and love of the
arts — also known as Bonnaroo. Thousands
of fans spend months marking X’s on their
calendars — and that’s just waiting for the
lineup to be announced. This year’s set list
dropped on Valentine’s day, and as always,
the mass event will host an eclectic group of
rappers, rockers and artists. But Bonnaroo
should not be entered into lightly, so before
you pack up the car (first-timers), make sure
you know what you’re getting into.

Emma Watson
to play Belle

Be Prepared Not to Shower (or smell nice)
If you’re planning to shack up at a ritzy hotel
during your time at Bonnaroo, chances are you’re
going to miss out on the full experience. And you
might even get laughed at by some of the festival
veterans. Part of that experience is, of course,
camping out with thousands of your closest friends.
Now imagine trying to snag a shower with that
many neighbors swarming around you. Exactly.
And with so many activities and performances
going on around the clock, bathing will soon be
the last thing on your mind. Who cares about a
shower when there’s a Big Ass Water Slide? But
if you’re the type who can’t go a day without
lathering up, never fear. The campgrounds offer
showers for a small fee, or go big with the VIP
package which includes deluxe showers. Whatever
that means.

There is No Excuse to Be Sitting Still

First, t hey take ou r
f avor it e s up erhero,
Super ma n, a nd now
one of ou r Disney
princesses. The British
are coming!
Courtesy of
MCT Campus

Angelina Jolie to
play Maleficent
Speaking of classic Disney,
this may be the very thing
to get men interested in
Disney fairy tales.

There is absolutely no way you can see every
Courtesy of
MCT Campus
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Chris Brown
responds to
haters on Twitter
I just want to say that
he’s really not helping
his case when he tells
people to “[bleep] off.”
Courtesy of
MCT Campus

Austin Price

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The Vista’s Cupcake bakes
individual, novelty treats
When it comes to sweets, one
Columbia bakery leaves out all the
guesswork.
Cupcake keeps it simple, in both
its name and menu: cupcakes.
The location in the Vista is
the newest of three Cupcakes in
South Carolina, the others being
in Mount Pleasant and downtown
Charleston.
And since Columbia’s Cupcake
opened, the shop has taken over
as a go-to for every sweet tooth in
the city. It’s the perfect place for a
post-work pick-me-up, date night
or birthday surprise.
Alexa Stallings, who has worked
at Cupcake since May, says the
sweet shop’s success is partly due to
the idea of a bakery that specializes
in cupcakes — something new to
South Carolina.
“I think it’s the novelty of it,”
Stallings said. “It’s individual size,
so you can come here for dessert
instead of buying a whole cake.”
Stallings said t he idea was
conceived when owner Kristin
Cobb went to a cupcake bakery
in New York City. Cobb came
back to Charleston and in 2006,
the first Cupcake opened its doors
downtown in the posh waterfront
town.
S ome of t he rec ip e s were
handed-dow n family recipes,
while others Cobb tweaked until
something new and delicious was
created.
The Vista favorite bakes nine
flavors of cupcakes fresh each day,
with five flavors being consistent
day-to-day and the other four a
sorted daily dose of Cupcake’s
more than 45 flavors.
Stallings said red velvet is
definitely the most popular flavor,
and is one of the f ive f lavors

Michael Bay
to direct
Transformers 4
We l l , I b e t t e r s t a r t
storing up on bottles of
Advil.
Courtesy of
MCT Campus

Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Columbia’s single-treat bakery serves up nine flavors of fresh cupcakes daily.
available every day, along with other nonprofit organizations,
other basic flavors like chocolate including the Ronald McDonald
House and Trident United Way.
and vanilla.
“We have four [f lavors] that Orga n izat ions ca n request a
change with the season of the year donation by going to Cupcake’s
and also with the day of the week,” website, www.freshcupcake.com.
The cupcakes are available in
Stallings said.
These specialty flavors range more than just the traditional
from simple f lavors — such as size and serving. The bakery sells
almond and coconut — to more cupcakes and minicupcakes by
complex f lavors, including the the dozen. The minicupcakes are
double chocolate banana and available in vanilla, chocolate and
strawberry cheesecake flavors. But red velvet.
Cupcake also sells
these cupcakes are much different
t han t he 12-to-a-pack Publix megacupcakes, which are half a
foot wide and feed six to eight
variety.
Cupcake has taken the tasted people, and host s and caters
and true treat and elevated it to parties, weddings and other events.
With a fresh-baked cupcakes
a new level entirely, turning the
simple dessert into a work of art and daily assorted flavors, Cupcake
— with sprinkles on top, of course. is a great place to go for some
The quality of these cupcakes sweet bites.
Cupcake is located in the Vista
is consistent, as the cupcakes are
baked fresh daily. And it’s safe at 1213 Lincoln St. The store is
to say ever y cupcake lover in open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
Columbia has one question at the through Wednesday; 10 a.m. to 10
end of the day: What happens to p.m. Thursday through Saturday;
and 12 p.m. to 5 Sunday.
leftover cupcakes?
Cupcake has set up a service
i n wh ich it donates t hese
d a y - o l d c u p c a k e s t o l o c a l Comments on this story?
children’s homes, charities and Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

“The Phantom
Menace”
returned in 3-D
Star Wars fans got to
s e e t h at mo s t- h at e d
prequel w it h a t h i rd
dimension ... only to
hate it even more.
Courtesy of
MCT Campus

Whitney Houston
dies at 48
Not h i ng f u n ny here.
The world has lost one
of its greatest musical
talents. May she rest in
peace.
Courtesy of
MCT Campus
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Lacking action film shies away to ‘Safe House’
Denzel Washington, Ryan Reynolds
bring star power to generic plot
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Safe House”
NOW IN THEATERS

C-

Director: Daniel Espinosa
Starring: Denzel Washington,
Ryan Reynolds, Brendan
Gleeson
Rating: R for some strong
violence and some language

Recent ly, it seems l i ke Denzel
Washington has moved toward the
ways of actors like Liam Neeson: the
acclaimed, Academy Award-winning
actor who has become a must-see action
thriller star.
Through his collaborations with
director Tony Scott, he has definitely
found a comfort zone with the cool,
badass veteran persona in movies like
“Man on Fire” (2004) and “Unstoppable”
(2010).
“Safe House” contains standard
B-movie action thriller fair with a top
notch cast and a screenplay that doesn’t
present anything new or exciting. There
is just one word that can best describe
this film: generic — in more ways than
one.
First of all, the plot is basically your
typical CIA agent-gone-rogue story
where you know the rogue agent has
a reasonable excuse for going rogue.
That agent in this movie is Tobin Frost
(Washington), the type of character
you know is the real deal when one of
the lead characters says, “Oh my God,
that’s Tobin Frost.” Wanted by the
CIA, Tobin surprisingly walks into CIA
headquarters and is taken to a safe house
for interrogation about some shady
dealings with MI6.
However, some unknown assailants
raid the safe house, and Frost finds
h imself on t he r u n w it h t he safe

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Ryan Reynolds (left) and Denzel Washington (right) star as FBI agents in the unoriginal and predictable action thriller “Safe House.”
house’s caretaker, Matt Weston (Ryan
Reynolds), a rookie agent desperate
to prove himself and work his way
up. Weston becomes a target for both
Frost and the people pursuing him,
but Weston is determined to take Frost
safely back to his superiors, so he sticks
with him regardless.
The story goes further into generic
territory when Weston learns that Frost
harbors information involving a traitor
within the CIA. As soon as we hear this,
the plot becomes predictable. It becomes
completely obvious that the mole Frost
has incriminating evidence against is
one of the three officials among the CIA
brass (Vera Farmiga, Brendan Gleeson
and Sam Shepard).
I want to continue by saying what
everybody else has been saying about
this film: the way this movie plays out,
you’d think that it was another Tony
Scott film. After all, it does feature
the usual Tony Scott aspects, like the
handheld camera st yle, the action

scenes containing an uneven pace and,
of course, Denzel Washington. The
only things that are missing are Scott’s
signature flair and the buddy tag team
found in “Unstoppable.”
The action sequences are also standard
with a fair amount of car chases, and
Washington and Reynolds spend a lot
of time shooting people and getting shot
at. These action scenes would be more
enjoyable if they weren’t shot with a
handheld camera. I’ve said it before and
I will say it again: It is really difficult to
tell what is happening in a scene when
the camera constantly moves back and
forth, up and down, just because it can.
The action’s also prett y uneven.
Before the audience can actually become
invested in the thrills from the action
scenes, the momentum falters harshly
when the movie cuts to scenes with
the CIA higher-ups talking down to
their underlings with computer screens
providing exposition.
The only great aspect, and the lone
BONNAROO ● Continued from 5
act, visit ever y tent and do ever y
activity at Bonnaroo. But that doesn’t
mean you can’t try. And hey, you can
sleep when you’re dead, right? This
year boasts one of the festival’s best
lineups, with Radiohead, Phish, Mac
Miller, Yelawolf and the Roots all on
tap to take the stage over the weekend.
Not to mention an impressive array
of yoga classes, brewer tents, cinemas
and even an environmentally friendly
trading post that promotes recycling
and sustainability by accepting cans
and bottles for Bonnaroo “rewards.”
There’s even a silent disco tent, which
... well it’s pretty much exactly how it
sounds. In short, there’s no reason not
to experience everything the festival has
to offer, whether it be jamming out to
your favorite band on stage, taking part
in a going-green discussion at the solar
stage in Planet Roo or rising with the
sun on your yoga mat.

Recycle, Recycle, Recycle
Besides a killer collection of current
and classic artists, Bonnaroo is also
known for being one of, if not the
most, eco-friendly festivals to date.
Over the years, Bonnaroo has diverted

reason people would see this film, is
Denzel Washington himself. He brings
almost as much zest as he did to his
Oscar-winning role in “Training Day”
(2001).
The same, however, cannot be said
about Ryan Reynolds, who has shown
time and time again that he cannot
carry an action fi lm (we all know that
became a fact after “Green Lantern”),
even though he does a decent job with
the lightweight naivety of his character.
Ever y t hing about t his mov ie is
riddled with ‘decent.’ “Safe House” is
just a forgettable film that plays off a
tired concept used in films like “The
Bourne Identity.” The first-rate cast
may provide some entertainment, but
the film still suffers from trembling
cinematography and incoherently edited
action sequences.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

countless tons of waste into reusable
and recyclable materials. ‘Roo has even
implemented a “Victor y Garden,”
which encourages patrons to grow their
own sustainable food sources through
seed swaps and educational workshops.
You’ll leave the festival not only with
a head full of memories, but full of
educational tools that will stick with
you long after the music dies down.

Make Friends — With Everyone
The word “bonnaroo” actually means
“a really good time” in French slang. So
why not have one while you’re there?
The craving to go to Bonnaroo is not
one easily satisfied with a single visit, so
you can bet the majority of the festival
crowd has been making the trek for a
while now. This is one of the festival’s
best aspects; it has the ability to unite
people from very distinct backgrounds
for the love of music and art. So make
sure to get to know the people around
you, because chances are you’ll be
seeing those same faces again next year.
And why would you want to soak in all
the good times alone?
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury party
cruise. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

5 BED 3 FULL BA. COMPLETELY
REMODELED, GRANITE,
HARDWOOD FLOORS, TILE, 2
FP,ON CORNER LOT. FOR RENT
$2,450 OR FOR SALE $278,500.
803-600-4377.

OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors tgo teach all land,
adventure & water sports. Great
summer! Call (888)4844-8080
apply: campcedar.com

Excellent Opportunity
Busy Allergist office seeks bright,
hardworking, ethical students to
work full-time for at least a year.
We have both clinical and business
positions available. Excellent
opportunity for those interested
in applying to medical and/or
graduate school. We can provide
hands-on clinical experience. Only
those with excellent academic
records (GPA of 3.6 or higher) and
great references need apply. Email
resume with dates available to
begin work to:
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net

Make $200 a day sending emails
tinyurl.com/PayDaySystem

Palmetto Athletic Ctr is seeking
a competitive gymnastics coach
with knowledge of Level 4-6
routines and a office receptionist.
Go to https://sites.google.com/
site/pacstaffsite/home-page/
Employment
Email your application to
gm.pacsc@gmail.com

LINE AD RATES

M.Fresh & M.Vista
M. Gourmet Group is looking for
energetic, intelligent individuals
joining our team in March , 2012.
Convenient downtown locations,
good working environment, flexible
hours. Server, host, juice and tea
maker positions are available.
Please apply on line:
www.miyos.com
Email mw@miyos.com

1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

PROJECT MANAGMENT
Walker White, Inc., a local
Mechanical contractor, is now
accepting resumes for the
following positions: SALES
ENGINEER & PROJECT
MANAGEMENT. Qualified
candidate should have a BS
in Mechanical Engineering or
reasonably expect to graduate
by 2013. Effective leadership,
communication, & problem solving
skills are required. Our engineering
team offers a fast paced, yet
casual & friendly, working and
learning environment. Scheduling
is flexible with an opportunity
for full time employment upon
graduation. Please e-mail resume
with qualifications to
JDennis@Walker-White.com

Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day
camp locations. If interested
check out the Careers section
at www.columbiaymca.org!

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

@thegamecock
02/17/12

THE SCENE

TODAY
MAN OVERBOARD, HANDGUNS, SEAHAVEN
6 p.m., $10 in advance / $12 day of show
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
MACHINE FUNK (A TRIBUTE TO WIDESPREAD PANIC) W/ THE FUNKY JUNK BAND
8 p.m., $5
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.
GOOD CLEAN FUN
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, $5
Conundrum Music Hall, 626 Meeting St.

TOMORROW
SYOPSIS, INVOKING THE ABSTRACT,
CROWNING ASTAROTH

6 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

02/17/12

1 2 3 4

for 02/16/12

ACROSS
1 Sonar pulses
6 Subj. for Aristotle
10 Staff note
14 Gridiron strategy
15 First name in
design
16 Like much lore
17 Field operation
run by idiots?
19 Diamond
homecomings?
20 Thrice, in Rx’s
21 Do the honors
22 Hallmark
23 Track meet
category for
joggers?
27 To __
28 Thick
29 Stone measuring
5.5 to 6.5 on the
Mohs scale
32 Dojo discipline
33 Gaelic John
36 Views from
Hamilton?
41 __ alai
42 Appoint
43 Be intimate with
44 Scrabble 10pointer
46 Liqueur ﬂavoring
49 Hook on a raft?
54 Reunion
attendees
55 Face-saver of a
kind
56 Italian
counterpart of the
BBC
58 Sitter’s concern
59 Obsessive
cleaners?
62 Jay with jokes
63 Ecua. rejoined it
in 2007
64 Alternate version,
in scores
65 Petrol pick
66 Slog (through), as
tedious text
67 Sharp
DOWN
1 Soft “Yoo-hoo!”
2 Chip maker
3 Surgery
opening?
4 Disparity
5 “Never mind”
6 Place of cover
7 Learned
8 Bark up the
wrong tree

9 Cartoon cat
10 Quagmire
11 Learning
12 Juicy fruit
13 ’80s-’90s NFL
commentator
Merlin
18 Cooked
22 Try to buy
24 Date source
25 Groggy words,
perhaps
26 Part of an old
boast
29 Vb. target
30 Princess’s
nighttime
problem
31 Casa Grande
residents
32 Sixpack with no
special
qualities?
34 Yucatán year
35 Sydney is its cap.
37 Pecks and feet,
e.g.
38 Flamboyant
surrealist
39 “Yes!”
40 Its headquarters
are in Delft
45 Body work?
46 Do some ﬁlm
editing
47 Grifﬁn’s rear

Solutions from 02/16/12

48 Old trail terminus
49 Jean de La
Fontaine story
50 Attracts
51 Rubbernecked
52 Word on a coin
53 Weird Al
Yankovic song
parody
57 “Indeed!”
59 Flabbergast
60 Type of beer orig.
brewed in
England
61 Ultra-secretive gp.

NEW EXPECTATIONS

Courtesy of MCT Campus
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GAMECOCKS NOT OVERWHELMED
DESPITE EXPECTATIONS
USC will be the “hunted” team after
repeating as national champions
Isabelle Khurshudyan

KHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Before the start of the 2011 season, South
Carolina baseball coach Ray Tanner was looking
forward to expectations being set high for his
squad.
“I know when I came here, I was the hunter,”
Tanner said on the fi rst day of the 2011 spring
practice. “We were trying to go get some people.
And then you have a little success, you become
the hunted. I’d rather be the hunted.”
After two national championships, Tanner has
his wish. But with the 2012 squad boasting more
new faces than old ones, the expectations can
seem overwhelming; however, if South Carolina
has anything going for it this season, it’s that it
doesn’t get overwhelmed easily.
Nevertheless, ever y Gamecock fan has the
same question: Will there be a three-peat?
“It’s something that we hear on a daily basis – if
we’ll three-peat,” said senior outfielder Adam
Matthews. “We kind of take that in. We like
that attention because it’s something that shows
that this program has been successful and it’s
something that the fans want to continue. I
wouldn’t say it puts the pressure on us, but it
makes us play up to our ability. We know we’re
capable of having a good team and we’re going
to go out there and play game by game and see
where it takes us.”
The emphasis for the squad has been nearly
unanimous in taking it game by game, which
is what it did for the past two years. Ranked by

most preseason polls as the No. 2 squad in the
nation behind Florida, the Gamecocks will face
an opposing team’s best in each game.
“Why wouldn’t you want to have the target
on your back?” senior pitcher Matt Price said.
“Everybody wants to come after you, but we’re
going to go after everybody else.”
Though the Gamecocks will be without most of
the infield from the last national championships
in second baseman Scott Wingo, third baseman
Adrian Morales, catcher Brady Thomas and
shortstop Peter Mooney, as well as a chunk of
the bullpen, the drive to win championships
hasn’t been lost as the new faces are motivated
to taste success of their own. More importantly
for Tanner, the charisma of the squad hasn’t been
lost either.
“We try to have a little bit of fun,” Tanner said.
“There’s no doubt about it that in the last four
or five years things have changed. Michael Roth
and Wingo in the program — they played their
rear ends off. But they had fun. Probably early
on I was trying to figure out which was going on
at which time, but that’s been a great influence
on me as well. You try to keep it in perspective,
because after all, at the end of the day it is just a
game.”
Senior pitcher Michael Roth, who was praised
by Tanner for his light-heartedness, said that
the evident fun the players are constantly having
in their chants and superstitions stems from a
passion for baseball.
“I don’t think it’s something that we have to
emphasize,” Roth said. “I think it’s just players
enjoy what we do out here. We enjoy this game
of baseball we play. I don’t think we’d play if we
didn’t like it. It’s just something that we like to do
so we just come out here and have fun. We don’t

take things overly serious.”
With not taking things too seriously, Tanner
never feels the need to sit down and go over goals
and objectives, saying that the team focuses on
“what we’re doing in the moment and trying to
be the best that we can be.” In the past, Tanner
said that he might have been guilty of putting
too much pressure on the squad, which didn’t put
it in the best position to succeed. Now, Tanner
said he tries not to negatively affect the team
with his emotions; however, the Gamecocks are
well aware of what the fans expect, especially
when they’ve come out in the thousands for
scrimmages.
“I mean, obviously there’s expectations here,
which is what we want,” Matthews said. “We
want people to want us to win. The crowd that
we have, the Gamecock fans that we have is just a
blessing. But, we know, we don’t try to look into
that too much. We just come out here every day
and play how we know how to play. If we do that,
then the everything else will take care of itself.”
Just as Tanner is still searching for the balance
between fun and pressure to win, there’s also a
balance between what’s happened in the past and
how that impacts the team’s future.
“I tell the guys that you draw from the past
when it benefits you, and other than that, you
t urn t he page,” Tanner said. “I don’t t hink
it’s a big deal. It’s not a pressure situation. It’s
perspective, it’s reality and you do the best you
can. You hope you get to win at the right time.
It’s not complex for me, and I don’t think it is for
them. You just try to win the next one.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

The Daily Gamecock

Friday, February 17, 2012 B3

Veterans will anchor starting pitching in 2012
Price makes move
to starting role after
closing in 2011
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

W hen pitchers
M ichael Rot h and
Matt Price decided to
return for their senior
seasons and spurn the
MLB draft, Gamecock
fa ns took a sigh of
relief, instantly circling
t he star t ing pitch ing
as a st reng t h for t he
upcoming season.
And while the talent
may be back, question
mark s st ill remain in
the case of Price moving
from the bullpen to a
starting role.
Though Rot h has
experience in moving
f rom a role i n t he
bu llpen to a star t ing
s p ot , he d id n’t h ave
many words of wisdom
for Price.
“There’s not a cookie
cutter approach to it,”
Roth said. “Price and I
are two very different
pitchers, and two very
d if ferent i nd iv idu a ls
i n t he w a y we work
out and in the way we
approach things. Really,
just as a starter, it’s just
endurance. That’s arm
endurance, but also leg
endurance. I think he’ll
do fi ne. I think he’ll do
great in the transition.”
Price has had success
in the transition before,
a s he c a me i nt o t he
program as a starting
pitcher and became a
closer after experiment.
South Carolina coach
Ray Tanner has Price
as a starter on an
ex per i ment a l ba sis,
joking that if it doesn’t
wo r k o u t , it w a s a n
assistant coach’s idea.
“Pr ice has always
been a starter, as far as
entering this program,”
Tanner said. “He’s a four
pitch guy, but as a closer
he has never been able
to use all of his pitches.

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Left-handed ace Michael Roth decided to forgo the MLB draft to pitch his senior season for South Carolina. He
and Matt Price anchored the team’s pitching last season, and will hope to add a veteran presence to the rotation.
I t h i n k he ca n be a n
out s t a nd i n g s t a r t e r.
I hope it doesn’t leave
us w it h a void at t he
end. (Forrest) Koumas
is a high emotion guy
with good stuff and a
former football player,
which I like. We’ll see
how it works. If it is not
a situation that works for
us, we will go back to the
way we were.”
For Pr ice, t he
adjustment has involved
bullpen sessions that are
t wice as long to build

up h is ar m st reng t h,
as well as adjusting to
a d if ferent pace a s a
starter. Roth said that,
“as a pitcher go you out
there and you try to get
outs,” saying there’s not
much of a difference in
mentality from a starter
a n d a r e l i e v e r, a n d
Price agreed with that
sentiment.
“People say that your
ad r e n a l i ne wo n’t b e
t here,” Price said. “I
think for me it’s going
to be there just because

I’m excited to get back
on the mound against
another team.”
A nd while Rot h
won’t be mak ing a ny
transitions this season
as he’s to st ar t game
one of weekend series,
he faces the challenge
of ma i nt a i n i ng t he
standard t hat he’s set
over the last season.
“I know there’s all the
t hings about whet her
I can live up to what I
did last year,” Roth said.
“You don’t try to do that.

not getting too wrapped
up in it — we’re lucky
enough to play in front
of six- or eight-thousand
every game,” Roth said.
“I guess when you get
used to a situation like
that you don’t get too
high on your high’s or
too low on your low’s.
You stay prett y even.
That’s really t he key
to this game, and life,
really.”
The duo of Pr ice
and Roth is completed
by sophomore Colby
Holmes , who typically
pitched game t wo
of weekend series.
Though Holmes may
get overlooked by fans
in comparison to Roth
a n d P r i c e , h e ’s n o t
u nder appre c iated b y
Tanner.
“He has been solid
and sometimes he does
g e t o v e r s h a d o w e d ,”
Ta n n e r s a i d . “ H i s
s i n k er w a s work i n g,
his velocity has gotten
better, his change-up is
good, his left-hander —
I’d like to see him get
into that double digit
win category. He’s got
a chance because he’s
a good one. He had to
pitch against a lot of the
better teams, so we’re
look i ng for ward to a
good year out of Colby.”
With new bats
limit ing offense,
Ta n ne r u nde r s t a nd s
t he importance of
pitching, as it was the
bread and butter for the
Gamecocks last season.
“Our game has
t u r ned i nto pitch i ng
and defense, when a few
years back it might have
been about how many
runs you could score in
college baseball,” Tanner
said. “We have to prove
that we’re good enough.
I think we’re good, but
w it h t hat being said,
there are a lot of good
teams.”

You don’t go out there
and try to have a 1 ERA
or whatever. You go out
t here and t r y to give
your team a quality start
every night, and that’s
what I’m going to try to
do.”
Tanner said that an
a sset for Rot h is h is
ability to not sweat the
small stuff, which Roth
attributes to not taking
the game too seriously
and the atmosphere that
he’s surrounded by.
Comments on this story?
“It just comes from Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Koumas’ transition to closer highlights bullpen
Freshman relievers will
look to fill role of Taylor
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

G oi ng i nto l a s t s e a s on , USC
coach Ray Tanner could have never
anticipated the role that pitcher John
Taylor would play.
W it h t he side - a r m i ng Taylor
graduated, Tanner knows how good
he had it, as Taylor was able to make
50 appearances throughout the season.
Tanner also knows that it will take four
or five pitchers from the bullpen to
replace Taylor. This was complicated
more with closer Matt Price converting
to a starter, moving Forrest Koumas to
the closer role for the time being.
“He missed a lot of time in the
fall,” Tanner said. “That’s the thing
that concerns me a little bit with the
hamstring injury — he was really set
back. It might be the reason he’s off to a
slow start, but he’s another guy that has
some stripes on his sleeves. He did very
well for us last year and he competed
at the highest level, so I think he’ll be
fine if we give him enough time to get
there.”
Koumas has some big shoes to fill as
he replaces an All-American in Price,
who saved 20 of the teams 55 wins last
season. Price won seven games with a
1.83 ERA and struck out 75 batters in
59 innings. “I’ve talked to him once
or twice, but he kind of has the same
mentality as me,” Price said. “He wants
to go in and get everyone out. I tell him
one key thing is to just be ready. Every
situation isn’t going to go your way so
you have to be able to counter that.”

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Forrest Koumas started the third game of weekend series last season, but will fill
the role of closer in place of senior Matt Price, who will be a starter this season.
Koumas is coming off an impressive
freshman season where he went 6-1
with a 2.96 ERA. He walked just 29
batters in 73 innings pitched and also
struck out 63. For Koumas to be the
closer, Tanner and pitching coach Jerry
Myers will have to lean on a young
bullpen, but through scrimmages,
Tanner’s problem has been having too
many options and not knowing where
they fit.
“It’s good to have some choices,”
Tanner said. “I’m not sure I have all the
answers right now. Hopefully, coach

Myers does. There’s a lot of guys that I
like and as I watch them pitch, I’m just
not sure where they’re going to fit or
what role is best for them.”
Right-hander Ethan Carter will be
back for the Gamecocks after being
absent last season. In 2010 he appeared
in 24 games, compiling a 3-0 record
with a 5.46 ERA and 30 strike outs in
28 innings.
“It’s nice to be back and to feel at
home again,” Carter said. “I’m just
trying to prove coach Tanner and
coach Myers right for giving me a

chance to come back. I not only want
to do it for myself, but do it for them,
because they’re putting a lot on the line
just giving me a shot to come back.”
The G amecock s w ill also rely
on f re sh men Eva n Bea l, Jorda n
Montgomer y and Joel Seddon to
make an immediate impact out of the
bullpen, but the most encouraging
returner will be Nolan Belcher, who
missed last season after he had to have
Tommy Johnsurgery. Belcher had a
strong outing in his first appearance
in scrimmages, striking out his first
batter, which elicited dramatic cheers
from the dugout.
“ T hat wa s encou rag i ng — no
doubt about that one,” Tanner said.
“I was glad to see Nolan out there.
His teammates were hooting him a
little bit, but that was good. He felt
confident and his stuff was pretty good.
That’s nice to see for a guy that’s been
on the shelf for a little bit. He can make
a difference for us.”
Though the Gamecocks face a new
bullpen with the challenge of replacing
John Taylor, the team will revert to
the motto it has employed for every
obstacle it’s faced: “win anyway.”
“We are definitely going to miss
Taylor,” Tanner said. “With that being
said, we have a couple of veteran guys.
(Tyler) Webb made a nice contribution
last year. He was out there to help
us keep some games going. (Adam)
Westmoreland had a pretty good start
last year, but didn’t do too well in the
second half. We need those guys to
be strong for us in whatever role they
assume.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Outfield brings most experience to defense
Matthews, Marzilli offer veteran
leadership for young squad
Christian Aldridge

CALDRIDGE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

While much of the talk about this year’s team has
been about filling voids and integrating new, young
players, the outfield will look remarkably familiar.
The Gamecocks will rely on veterans like Evan
Marzilli and Adam Matthews to steady the team.
“I wouldn’t say we put too much pressure on
ourselves,” Matthews said. “Some of the infield guys
are junior college guys so they’ve got some experience
in the college ranks, but we like to go and make an
impact and kind of get a foot ahead and show guys
the ropes. We’ll show them how it’s done and they’ll
follow right behind us.”
Having been selected as a team captain, Matthews,
now a senior, is both humbled by the title and aware
of the leadership responsibility he now possesses.
“It’s an honor to be voted as captain for this team
by these guys,” Matthews said. “I’m really going to
take the time to use my ability and use what I’ve
learned in my four years here to kind of teach the
guys the ropes here. I’m looking forward to being a
part of it and having a good year.”
The Lexington native has been a mainstay of the
Gamecocks’ lineup for four years, though he missed
the second half of last season with a pulled hamstring.
“First off, I just want to stay healthy,” Matthews
said. “That’s something that I haven’t been able to
do too well in the past couple years, so I want to stay
healthy, contribute and teach these young guys how
to play the game the right way ... Just, going about
their business in the right way. As long as they play
the right way, hopefully we can have a lot of success.”
As a senior, Matthews has taken on the roll of
mentoring the younger players on the squad.
“W hen I was a freshman I learned a lot, just
because of the transition you have to make from high
school,” Matthews said. “I’ve kind of taken them
under my wings and just shown some of the younger
guys how to go about their business and how to
contribute.”
With the loss of star center fielder Jackie Bradley
Jr., the Gamecocks will slide Marzilli over, having
mostly played left in the past.
USC coach Ray Tanner also felt good about having
his veteran outfielders at the front of the batting order
with their combination of experience and speed.
“We’ll probably lead off Marzilli,” Tanner said.
“I like where he is right now ... I like him as a table
setter. A guy that can run a little bit. I’ll probably
go with the older guys at the top right now, give
Matthews a shot in the two hole to see if he can move
some runners along and get back to his running
form.”
As the final 34-man opening day roster was
finalized, one name was noticeably absent: senior
outfielder Jake Williams. Tanner addressed the
matter, but didn’t elaborate on any details.
“He’s not going to play, as has been reported
already, for personal issues. That’s really all I can say
about it,” Tanner said. “He and I have met numerous
times, had conversations now for a few weeks, and we
both came to the decision, more so him than me, that
it would be the best thing for him right now.”
Williams, who played in left field last season after
injuries plagued the outfield, will see his shoes filled
by freshman Tanner English. The speedster is highly
regarded as a base runner, but is still developing his
game at the plate.
Tanner praised both English’s ability and work

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior outfielder and newly voted 2012 team captain Adam Matthews has been a mainstay in the lineup throughout
his career at South Carolina, even though he missed the second half of the 2011 season due to a hamstring injury.
ethic, saying that he can’t justify having his type of
talent not on the field.
“I think Tanner is probably the fastest guy [I’ve
coached],” Tanner said. “He’s just fun to watch ... I’ve
never seen a guy run like that, but as we all know, you
can’t steal first. He’s got to show he can get the ball
out of the air and bunt a little bit and those kinds of
things. He’s worked real hard. He’s worked tirelessly.”
As the Gamecocks embark on their quest for a
third consecutive national championship against
VMI this weekend, veteran leadership will be more
important than ever. With so many new pieces to
incorporate, players like Marzilli and Matthews will
have to lead the way.
Though the expectations have continued to rise

with the program’s success, players appear remarkably
unfazed. Perhaps this is to be expected though —
taking things in stride has been a signature trait of
the championship teams.
“I mean, obviously there’s expectations here, which
is what we want,” Matthews said. “We want people
to want us to win. The crowd that we have, the
Gamecock fans that we have; it’s just a blessing. But,
we know, we don’t try to look in to that too much. We
just come out here every day and play how we know
how to play. If we do that, then the everything else
will take care of itself.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

The replacements: Young infield brings confidence
3 new starters to fill in
for 2011 veterans
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Freshman shortstop Joey Pankake
has been given a nickname used by
the Gamecock coaches before ever
playing an inning for South Carolina
— ‘Pancocky.’
And while Gamecock fans have yet
to become familiar with Pankake and
much of the infield that surrounds him,
on Opening Day they’ll be introduced
to an not iceably different inf ield,
but one that has the same amount of
confidence as the veterans from last
season’s national championship squad.
Second ba sem a n S cot t W i ngo
and shortstop Peter Mooney won’t
be turning double plays, and Adrian
Mora les won’t be ma k i ng d iv i ng
stops at third base. The Gamecocks
will not be able to rely on the clutch
hitting provided by the trio that got
them a second-straight College World
Series title. Together the three players
accounted for nearly one-third of the
team’s home runs and RBIs last season,
and all three were drafted last summer
into the MLB. The only remaining
player from the infield is All-American
first baseman Christian Walker, who

will be anchoring the infield as the lone
veteran.
If the Gamecocks are to make it
three national championships in a row,
they will have to rely on a couple of
freshmen and junior college transfers.
Joining Pankake will be second baseman
Chase Vergason and third baseman L.B.
Dantzler, as well as Walker at first.
“It’s going to be a little different,”
Walker said. “As far as the chemistry
goes, it is still there. It is a great group
of guys coming in. ( Junior college
transfers), freshman — they’re all there
mentally. You can’t ask much more out
of them.”
For coach Ray Tanner, the new infield
has looked good in practice, but that
doesn’t necessarily translate to playing
in front of a sold out crowd on Opening
Day.
“I think sometimes that they’re a
little too confident about themselves,”
Tanner said. “It’s better to be that way
than not. It’s my job to tone that down
a little bit and keep it in perspective, but
they are a talented group. They’re going
to get some opportunities and I believe
they’ll be successful because they’re
comfortable.”
Dantzler, from Winter Haven, Fla.,
transferred from the State College of
Florida, where he was named to the
Florida Collegiate Summer League AllStar team last year. He has shown good

“The way I look at it, I’ve hit enough
power so far this spring, particularly in
the first three scrimmages, where he right at people that it’s time for them to
hit several home runs off a star-studded start falling,” Pankake said.
The biggest shoes to fill are at second
pitching staff including Michael Roth
base, where Vergason will have the task
and Matt Price.
“His preseason has been better than of replacing Wingo, the 2011 CWS
we wanted it to be,” Tanner said. “He’s Most Outstanding Player. Naturally,
just had a great run and it is impossible the competition between Vergason and
to continue the way he’s swinging the T.J. Costen was one of the tightest for a
bat. Sometimes guys like that start the role that had been occupied by Wingo
season and then they can’t buy a hit, for four years. Tanner said Vergason
but he’s done a good job. He’s worked will get the nod, but Costen will also see
hard. He is a much better defender than playing time.
“Vergason has had the edge all along
I anticipated coming into the program.”
Dantzler said that he’s earned the and he continues to have the edge,”
reputation of being an average infielder Tanner said. “He’s done some really
because he switched from outfield to good things. He might not be quite as
third base in his senior year of high athletic as Costen, but he’s played the
school. He also played at third base game the way you’re supposed to play it.
in junior college, but he said that the He’s moved the ball around, he makes
transition from the outfield took a while. all the routine plays, he knows how to
Having veterans at practice like Wingo, handle the defense as far as where the
Mooney and Jackie Bradley Jr. helped outfielders need to be and what they’re
doing. So, he’s done a good job. T.J. is
him feel more comfortable at USC.
“That’s been huge,” Dantzler said. going to get an opportunity to play as
“To see them messing around and just well.”
T here m ay b e a ne w lo ok for
how they work in the weight room; it’s
not everyday you get see Jackie and the infield this season, but the team
Wingo in the weight room. Obviously, is hoping for the same ending it has
they’re doing their own thing, but it’s enjoyed in the past two — one that ends
on the field in Omaha.
great to have them around.”
As for Pankake, he hasn’t been as
prolific at the plate through scrimmage
as Dantzler, but in his mind, it’s just a Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
matter of time.
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MAY

APRIL

MARCH

FEBRUARY

REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
17 vs. VMI
18
19
24 vs. ELON
25
26
28 vs. PC
02
03
04
07
09
10
11
13
14
16
17
18
20
21
22
23
24
27
30
31
01
04
06
07
08
10
11
13
14
15
17
20
21
22
26
27
28
02
04
05
06
09
11
12
13
15
17
18
19

vs. CLEMSON
@ CLEMSON
vs. UNC ASHEVILLE
vs. PRINCETON
vs. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN
vs. APPALACHIAN ST
@ KENTUCKY
@ FURMAN
vs. WOFFORD
vs. FLORIDA
@ THE CITADEL
@ VANDERBILT
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Tanner has high expectations for
catchers despite inexperience
Greiner, Rosenberg
to split time behind
the plate in 2012

Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Freshman Grayson Greiner
looks odd behind the plate.
The 6-5 catcher has always
looked out of place; pitcher
Colby Holmes described him
as a “freak” because he’s such
a large target behind the plate.
“I’ve talked to some guys
who have said I might be too
tall to be a catcher, but as long
as I can do it, I’m going to
keep doing it,” Greiner said.
South Carolina coach Ray
Tanner isn’t one of the people
telling Greiner that he’s too
tall to be a catcher. Tanner
admits that Greiner, who grew
up in northeast Columbia, has
been better than he expected.
“Many times you bring in a
new catcher and the pitchers
are the fi rst to critique your
new catcher,” Tanner said.
“Regardless of what he does,
if t hey ’re not comfor t able
with him, that becomes an
issue. He was outstanding in
the fall, and I know that I try
to be somewhat conservative
at times, but Grayson Greiner
is a really good player. He
had an outstanding fall; he
can catch, he can throw, he’s
going to be good offensively.
H is abi l it y to receive ha s
been the key for him. If he’s
comfortable, he’s very, very
comfortable of becoming a
freshman A ll-A merican. Is
that too much for him right
now? I don’t know, but he’s a
good one and hopefully he’ll
play that way.”

Tanner said pitchers want
to have Greiner as a catcher
because they feel comfortable
with him. Greiner, who’s been
catching since seventh grade
said that it’s become second
nature for him to work with
pitchers and manage them.
“As a true freshmen coming
in, they don’t really know you
or how you catch or how you
manage them,” Greiner said.
“The fi rst thing you want to
do is build a relationship with
every pitcher in bullpen and
in practice. I’m just tr ying
to make them as comfortable
a s p o s sible b ec au se we’ve
got g reat ar ms in M ichael
(Roth) and Matt (Price), so
you just want to make them
as comfortable as possible so
they can do their thing and
not worry about the catcher.”
A nd t hough Ta n ner has
lauded Greiner’s poise behind
t he pl at e , he s t i l l r e c a l l s
feeling uneasy at fi rst, living
so close to Colu mbia a nd
h av i ng f a m i ly t ie s to t he
baseball team.
“In the fi rst day of practice,
I ’m c at c h i n g i n M i c h a e l
Roth’s bullpen,” Greiner said.
“It’s kind of weird watching
t hem on T V w it h a l l t he
success they’ve had, but after
the fi rst couple of days, you’re
just one of the guys and one of
the teammates.”
He sa id t h at a s b ei ng a
you ng player a nd a new
addition to the team, it was
a matter of “being one of the
guys.” In contrast to Greiner
is junior Dante Rosenberg,
who missed last season with
a back injur y. Tan ner said
both will play at catcher, as
well as Erik Payne, who will
occasionally serve in that role.
“He’s a big st rong k id,”

Rosenberg said of Greiner.
“He’s very mature for his age.
He’s a real good player. A real
good defensive catcher, and
he can hit a little bit. He’s got
a promising future. I’m the
same way. I’m defensive, I’m
gonna hit for average, get the
little things on the field, vocal
leader, and I’ll bring a lot of
energy to the team.”
Though Rosenberg was on
t he nat ional championship
squad last season, sitting out
for the whole 2011 season is
mot ivat ing him going into
this season.
“I’m happy, and I was a part
of it, but it was difficult to sit
back and watch,” Rosenberg
said.
Tanner said that he never
feels comfor t able st a r t i ng
f reshmen at key posit ions,
but catcher is one role that
he hasn’t been as concerned
about because of how
comfortable the pitchers have
been with both Greiner and
Rosenberg. For Holmes, his
favorite part about hav ing
Greiner catching is the fact
that he is such a large target.
W it h so much hy pe going
into this season Greiner and
Rosenberg have a large target
on their backs in replacing the
senior duo of Robert Beary
and Brady Thomas.
“Last Fall, Dante caught me
a lot,” Holmes said. “Having
him and Greiner t here
a nd k now ing t hat I’ve got
somebody who can back me
up, it’s a really good feeling
going into this year.”
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@ COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON
vs. TENNESSEE
vs. THE CITADEL
@ FRANCIS MARION
vs. MISSISSIPPI STATE
vs. COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON
@ AUBURN
vs. ALABAMA

vs. DAVIDSON
@ ARKANSAS
vs. FURMAN
@ GEORGIA
vs. USC UPSTATE
vs. LSU
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USC freshman catcher Grayson Greiner has high expectations from coach Ray Tanner, who thinks he
could be freshman All-American. He will split time with junior Dante Rosenberg throughout the season.

Follow

@ikhurshudyan
for in-game updates
throughout the season.

